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influence he had established over the eastern members,
with the agency of Robert Morris with those of the
Middle States, effected his side of the engagement.1

As a result of Hamilton's bargain, the bill for
Assumption was passed, and it was agreed that
Philadelphia should be the capital for ten years and
that afterwards a new city should be built on the
banks of the Potomac and made the capital per-
manently*

During the summer of 1789 Washington suffered
the most serious sickness of his entire life. The cause
was anthrax in his thigh, and at times it seemed that
it would prove fatal. For many weeks-he was forced
to lie on one side, with frequent paroxysms of great
pain. After a month and a half he began to mend,
but very slowly, so that autumn came before he
got up and could go about again. His medical ad-
viser was Dr. Samuel Bard of New York, and Irving
reports the following characteristic conversation be-
tween him and his patient: " Do not flatter me with
vain hopes," said Washington, with placid firmness;
"I am not afraid to die, and therefore can bear the
worst." The doctor expressed hope, but owned that
he had apprehensions. "Whether to-night or twenty
years hence, makes no difference," observed Wash-
1 Jefferson V Works* ix, 93.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